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A Valentine Treat for You!

Sunday, February 8

Following the worship service, join us in the
Fellowship Hall for delicious homemade meal.

Happy Valentine’s Day!

o

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
Sunday, February 1

tacklehunger.org

Last year we collected $251
The Souper Bowl of Caring offering will take the place of the Ten Cents a Meal

offering for February. The Souper Bowl of Caring offering will go to help local
hunger ministries.

https://www.tacklehunger.org/#



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-fTgEto3bVEHMHNiZXqqLUdGeLHlbtC7wyyyDdmR-VBL06dQPN5PPQy5Em8u376pqP1OOnuBh_ExXZDLzd7dzUSCyU_WDp_9ovfgup5wUMjt3IIOBaPNCrhhd3m-a2e8czDQbrLhiIr47MJFSAlTlFND8BVdOlN5&c=-439ROQomAuKD3314MeteXwi_q9PGbZHGstZKFxnd5UxOdd0fw985g==&ch=7qzQ

The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom, and the favor of God was upon him—
Luke 2:40.

Luke 2:40 marks the end of his Christmas story. The

angels have returned to heaven, Jesus has been
worshipped by shepherds and Temple regulars, and Mary and Joseph have returned to
Nazareth with their new little miracle. Now that the introduction to Jesus’s story has ended,
it's time to get down to the daily grind of raising the Christ child to adulthood.

After all that just happened, the end of the Christmas story can feel like a bit of a let-down.
Still, there is something beautiful—even encouraging—about Luke’s simple statement that
over the years, the child grew and became strong and filled with wisdom...and that the favor of
God was upon him. Luke reminds us that God’s plans for our salvation take time to develop.
Sure, it's wonderful when we feel the Spirit moving among us in a new way and we begin to
follow its call. Still, there are usually a lot of mundane moments and daily tasks to get through
as the blessings and possibilities that God’s Spirit has birthed among us grow and mature.
Luke 2:40 reminds us that as we go through all that daily grind, we can trust that when the
time is right, we will discover that what started out as a fragile, divine possibility has grown into
something that is finally ready to meet its full potential according to God’s good plans.

The previous 12 months have offered us our own beginning: the beginning of Shared Ministry
with Wadesboro. That beginning has given birth to some exciting possibilities—possibilities
like opportunities to collaborate during worship and chances to help each other’s Sessions
work through our respective opportunities and challenges. We have also seen the first stirrings
of building deeper relationships with each other's members as well as those of other Presby-
terian churches in our region through fellowship, attending presbytery meetings together, etc..

All of those things have been beautiful—even exciting at times. As we move into our 2" year
of Shared Ministry, I'm interested to see how we now adapt to the daily, ongoing work of grow-
ing into this still relatively young relationship. With so many potential opportunities birthed
among us, which ones will the Spirit help us focus on so that they can grow and mature ac-
cording to God’s good plans? Which will Christ encourage us to set aside for a while? And
how can each of us commit to that ongoing work just as Mary and Joseph committed to the
ongoing work of raising the Messiah until he was ready to live into his full potential?

These same things applies to us as an individual church. Last year, we were blessed to
receive Presbytery grants that helped us offer Saturday meals at the Community Table and
update some of our facilities. How can we build from those great starts in the coming year?
Are we going to make room for those who have recently found a place in our congregation to
grow, thrive, and share their gifts as they settle more deeply into their relationships with us? As
Presbyterian Women build off of their Bible Study last year by providing monthly ideas on how
to care for Creation, are we going to follow any of that advice in our day-to-day lives? And
what other daily work is Christ calling us to as we grow in wisdom, strength, and God’s favor?

Let 2026 be the year that we can look back on later and say, “look how we grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom. Look how the favor of God was upon us. And look at what that
growth helped us do in Christ's name.” And may the good things that have bee started in
Christ’s name come closer to reaching their full potential through the grace of Christ our
Savior.



Happy New Year to all of our members and friends!
We say goodbye to a good year in the life of our church and
pray for a faithful year ahead.

Frankie Calder rotated off the Session at the end of 2025 and we will welcome
Ken Knight as an active elder for the class of 2028, when we install new officers on Sunday,
January 18. Jeff Russell will serve another three-year term for the class of 2028.

This past year we applied and received three grants from Charlotte Presbytery....

© Ten Cents a meal for $1000. We received $250 quarterly to be used to serve meals at the
Community Table on our designated Saturdays.

© FEacility Grant for $1000. We received a one-time grant for $1000 to be used for improve-
ments need on the church. We used the funds to remodel the two bathrooms next to the
Fellowship Hall. The remodeling cost was covered with the grant and a memorial given.

© Technology Grant for $1000. This one-time grant was used to upgrade the church office
computer.

We continue to search for grants and resources to help with upgrades for the church.

The Session is looking for volunteers to help with several community and church projects.

© Community Table-Saturday Meals: Volunteers are needed to work with Susan Moss in
planning, scheduling and preparing the meals on our designated Saturdays.

© Nursery: Two nursery volunteers are needed for Sundays when children are present.

© J-Walkers: Volunteers are needed to provide snacks for our J-Walkers on Wednesdays.
Volunteers will also need to clean up before leaving.

The session is a group of six individuals; however, we cannot provide all the services that the
church needs without your help. We encourage you to find an area where you feel comfortable
volunteering and let any of the session members know. We need you to join our team!

Looking forward to a productive year. With God leading us, we cannot fail.

Your Session Members

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Kirk Wallace Charles David Harris Jeff Russell
Cindy Edwards Vera Kaye Coble Ken Knight

Yty

VOLUNTEERS
* NEEDED »

Wty Community Table
Ash Wednesday Service Dates TBA
Fe6b:(r)t6a;ym18 Volunteers will be needed.

Susan Moss is the contact.




Bridal Shower
Anna Wallace & Jordan McClamroch
BM Sunday, February 22
g% 3:00 pm—4:00 pm
¢ Church Fellowship Hall
Hosted by the Presbyterian Women

Wedding Registry ~ https://anna-jordan.com/registry

/"”\ \ Presbyterian Women

\ ) Friday February 6

= 10:30 am
PRESBYTERIAN All are welcome!

Presbyterian Women’s Tip of the month for January & February

New Year practices:

Tips on how to lower your electric bill. You can schedule a free in-home assessment or on your
own:

Seal air leaks around windows and doors; improve insulation in attic and walls
Upgrade to smart thermostats (clean filters), LEDs Energy Star appliances
Unplug appliances when not in use

Wash full loads (clothes & dishes) watch for peak / nonpeak hours.

Gifts from the heart:
Homemade Gifts for Valentines from scrap paper or treats made in recycled containers.

Make use of sunshine by opening blinds on sunny days so house cam warm.

J-Walkers..... If you
If you would like to prepare and serve snacks for the J-Walkers.

If you would like to make a donation to purchase snacks.

If you would like to share your time and/or talents (painting, singing, storytelling,
music, cooking, etc).

© If you would like to volunteer for a program.

OO0

J-Walkers is an after school program on Wednesdays for
children in grades K-3". The children are introduced to a
Bible lesson, provided a snack and participate in other fun
activities.

We currently have 10 children participating and welcome
more. Leaders are Theresa Russell, Ericah Reese, Pastor Heather and Paula Blake.
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Pregnancy Resource Center of Stanly County
The Pregnancy Resource Center of Stanly County is a locally organized and funded
non-profit ministry. It is governed by a local board of directors which carries out the
activities of the center through a staff and well-trained volunteers. The
Pregnancy Resource Center of Stanly County is affiliated with Care Net and NIFLA
(National Institute of Family and Life Advocates).

The Session approved for the Pregnancy Resource Center to use the church park-
ing lot for the Mobile Medical Unit. The Mobile Medical Unit will be in our parking lot
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays from 10:00 am—3:00 pm. The Mobile Medical Unit
serves Stanly & Montgomery Counties and offers free pregnancy tests, ultrasounds,
and options counseling.

Volunteer Opportunities
The PRC has all sorts of volunteer opportunities. If you would like to volunteer, call
the PRC at (704) 983-2100. Depending on the type of volunteer work you are look-
ing to provide, they sometimes ask that you come in for an evaluation so they can
get to know you and see where the very best position at the PRC will be for you.

Baby Bottle Boomerang

The 2026 Baby Bottle Boomerang starts on Sunday, January 18. Baby Bottles will
be available for anyone wishing to participate in the fundraiser. Fill the bottle with
cash, coin, or checks and return it to church by Sunday, February 15.

+ The Ten-Cents-A-Meal is collected the first Sunday of each month.

+ This monthly offering is used by the Presbytery of Charlotte to fund hunger
programs and agencies throughout the Presbytery which includes SCCM
and the Montgomery County Food Bank.

+ This money feeds hundreds of people providing both nourishment
and hope.

+ Ten-Cents-A-Meal offering for 2025 was $2434.28



https://www.care-net.org/
https://nifla.org/
https://nifla.org/

Commummaity Ewnents

FIRST UNITED Do you enjoy a bowl of chili
¥ memovist churen & or make the best chili?

C H l L l Chili Cook-off on

Saturday, January 24

(C @ @ K-@ ]F F 5:00 pm-7:00 pm.

Norwood First United Methodist Church

1.24.2026 FUND RAISER FOR 5-7:00 PM
FRIDAY FRIENDS

$1(U) Funds raised will go to Friday Friends Ministry, a
e ministry in its 17" year that provides a bag filled
Ext e with nutritious kid-friendly food on weekends for

Norwood Elementary School students to ensure

they don’t go hungry over the weekend.

Also, anyone who would like to participate in the
cook-off, call Tammy at 704-474-4160 for details.

208 Pee Dee Ave.
Norwood NC 28128

SAVE THE DATE!!!!

WV, Town of Norwood

Arbor Day Festival

&

Saturday, April 25th
10 am-9 pm
Gospel Singing Friday night, April 24th
(More details to come)

Email arbordayfestival@norwoodnc.gov to be a vendor




Happy Birthday

January 8

January 11
January 12
January 12
January 13
January 14
January 16
January 19
January 21
January 22
January 25
January 26
January 27

Greg Solarek
Brandi Lambert
Bill Evans
Gavin Amick
Darren Frick
Charles David Harris
Jeff Russell
Mason Crump
Kevin Murphy
Beth Harris
Pat Braswell
Abbey Wallace
Cidney Bowers

Hoppy

Annuversory!

Sid & Pat Braswell

January 7

Charles David & Beth Harris

January 16

Happy Birthday

February 10
February 11

Ashley Pacheco-Lujano
Kristie Wallace

February 12 Kaleb Wadell
February 15 Sid Braswell
February 19 Leigh Roush
February 20 Riley Coble
February 26 Jonas Roush
February 26 Zack Smith

Happy
Annersory!

Wayne & Marion Lisk-Deese
February 2

Brandon & Tara Ballard
February 28

Al Calder
PO Box 92

Norwood, NC 28128

Harry Beeker

Trinity Oaks

728 Klumac Road ~ Apt. 120-B
Salisbury, NC 28144

Charlotte Benton
42889 Will Road
Norwood, NC 28128

%ﬂ@f
Touehy

Donald Farmer
Universal Healthcare
430 Brookswood Ave NC
Concord, NC 28025

Patricia Mabry

Meadowview Terrance of Wadesboro
123 Anson High School Road
Wadesboro, NC 28170

Dutch Snead
8542 Whitley Road
Norwood, NC 28128

Norwood Food Pantry Needs

Canned Vegetables & Soups
Corn, Carrots Peas, Green Beans, Tomatoes, Veg-All

Peanut Butter & Jelly

Any non-perishable item, cleaning supplies,

hygiene products




Information Board

Need to contact a Session Member, below is their contact numbers

Class of 2026: Cindy Edwards ~ 704-438-0270 Kirk Wallace ~ 704-695-5177
Class of 2027: Kaye Coble ~ 704-985-6463 Charles Harris ~ 704-985-6633
Class of 2028: Jeff Russell ~ 704-699-5728 Ken Knight ~ 704-438-4686
Session Meeting January 20 & February 17 5:30 pm
Opening/Closing Church Community Table Volunteers
Required Volunteer Hours
January Kaye Coble & Evan Faulkner 9:00 am — 1:00 pm
January 7  Sylvia Parker
Worship Schedule January 14 Finley Sutton
January 21 Susan Moss
January, February, March January 28 Kaye Coble
Sunday School: 9:45 am _
Worship Service: 11:00 am February 4  Kirk Wallace
February 11 Beverly Johnson
April, May June February 18 Susan Moss
Worship Service: 9:30 am February 25 Sylvia Parker
Sunday School: 10:45 am Volunteers are needed

Please see Beverly Johnson

Pastor Heather’s Contact Information
Norwood Office ~ Tuesdays and Wednesdays

A -
CIONTACT Contact number ~ (859) 940-6437.
“%‘ Email: heather.mcintyre@my.LPTS.edu
)

You can always call or email her for pastoral care concerns any day of the week.

Reminder: Our Services Are Online!
You can always watch us on.....
YouTube! Norwood First Presbyterian Church - YouTube

it Visit us on
. Facebook

www.norwoodfpc.org Norwood First Presbyterian
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